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must give when the time comes will be made surer by thinking
it out. Those who are sure of their own answer may help others
to become equally sure.'*

Nothing need be said about the arguments in favour
of the Peace Pledger's resistance. Those against resistance
deserve careful examination. The first argument, if it is valid,
cuts at the very root of the anti-war movement, which is
based on the assumption that it is possible to convert Fas-
cists and Nazis. They belong to the same species as the so-
called democracies or, better still, war resisters themselves.
They show in their family circles the same tenderness, affec-
tion, consideration and generosity that war resisters are
likely to show even outside such circles. The difference is
only of degree. Indeed Fascists and Nazis are a revised edi-
tion of so-called democracies, if they are not an answer to
the latter's misdeeds. Kirby Page in his brochure on the toll
of the late war has shown that both the combatants were
guilty of falsehoods, exaggerations and inhumanities. The
Versailles Treaty was a treaty of revenge against Germany
by the victors. The so-called democracies have before now
misappropriated other people's lands and have resorted to
ruthless repression. What wonder if Messrs. Hitler & Co.
have reduced to a science the unscientific violence their
predecessors had developed for exploiting the so-called
backward races for their own material gain? It is, there-
fore, a matter of rule of three to find out the exact amount
of non-violence required to melt the harder hearts of the
Fascists and the Nazis, if it is assumed, as it is, that the so-
called democracies melt before a given amount of non-
violence. Therefore, we must eliminate from consideration
the first argument, which would be fatal if it could be proved
to have any content in it.

The other two arguments are practical. The pacifists
may not do anything to weaken their own governments so
as to compel defeat. But for fear of so doing they may not
miss the only effective chance they have of demonstrating
their undying faith in the futility of all war. If their own
governments go mad and make martyrs of war resisters,
t&ey (the govOTuneats) must suffer the consequence of the